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FOREIGN NATIONS AT THE WORLD'S FAIR. 

PERSIA, BY CLARENCE ANDREWS, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR 
PERSIA; CANADA, BY GEORGE STEWART. 



I.— PERSIA. 

When the United States Government formally requested the 
official participation of foreign nations in the World's Pair, the 
Hon. E. Spencer Pratt, then Minister from the United States at 
the court of Teheran, urged the Shah to appoint a commission 
and to appropriate a sum of money to defray the expenses of an 
official exhibit and the erection of a Persian Pavilion. Only the 
first of these requests was granted. Every expense therefore has 
had to be paid by the commissioners themselves, or by the 
exhibitors. 

The Persians are a commercial race, but they did not see their 
way to sending their goods some ten thousand miles away from 
home, to be carried through their own country on pack animals 
over the worst roads in the world to the sea coast, whence, having 
paid an export duty of from five to ten per cent, ad valorem, 
they would sail away in ships to that indefinite country known to 
Persians as " Yanki Dunya," which, as far as they know, has no 
manufactures to send in return. For it must be explained that 
the imports into Persia, amounting to over $20,000,000 per 
annum, are almost entirely in the hands of Russian and British 
merchants. American manufactures are unknown owing to the 
wise and beneficent policy of a government which has considered 
it a paternal duty to prevent its citizens from competing with 
rivals in foreign countries. Thus the raw material, the natural 
products of Persia, numerous, interesting and diversified as they 
must naturally be in a country which possesses every climate, in- 
cluding torrid heat and eternal snow, will not be on view, but in 
other respects our exhibit will be the gainer. It will appeal to 
the artistic eye end to the aesthetic sense alone, as an incom- 
plete enumeration of the articles therein contained will show. 

Art in Persia has existed in its present form from the time of 
the " Four Ancient Monarchies," of which she is now the only 
one existing. Conquered as she was, first by Alexander, and 
subsequently by the Moguls, Arabs and Afghans, yet always ab- 
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sorbing her conquerors, the arts were little changed. Before the 
time of Alexander they had reached a degree of perfection in 
sculpture and architecture, as is witnessed in the ruins of Persep- 
olis, which has never been surpassed. Few specimens of art 
prior to the Arab conquest now remain. The ornamental tiles so 
valued for their beautiful metallic lustre, used to decorate the 
walls and domes of mosques, will be represented in our exhibit by 
some rare and priceless examples. This art has been completely 
lost since the middle of the sixteenth century. 

Arms and armor will form a conspicuous feature of the ex- 
hibit. Even to-day, when body armor is no longer in use except 
in the religious tragedies of the Shiah martyrs and for ornament, 
the armorers of Ispahan are as expert in damascening, engraving, 
and inlaying in gold and silver as in the days of Shah Abbas. 

Copper, bronze and brass utensils, such as ewers, basins, 
kalyans or water pipes, always decorated and engraved, will show 
the artistic temperament of a people who highly beautify articles 
of daily use. In painting, on a miniature scale, the Persians also 
excel, and here will be found specimens of papier-mach6 writing- 
cases, book-cases, small wooden boxes ornamented with pictures 
of figures, landscapes, battles, portraits, etc. But it is in 
their textile fabrics that the Persians have been most famed for so 
many centuries, and the rugs and carpets still produced by them 
are the most beautiful in the world. This department there- 
fore will be the most extensive and complete exhibit of all rugs, 
ancient and modern, in silk, wool and hair, from the priceless 
prayer rug from the holy mosque wherein no Christian has ever 
penetrated, to the ordinary but still artistic " Kali " or pile 
carpet, and the " Do-ru" used in travelling, and spread by the 
roadside during the halts for tea and pipes. These carpets of 
every description are made entirely by hand without the use of 
any machinery ; the loom is simply a frame on which the warp is 
stretched. Natives, weaving carpets, will form an instructive ob- 
ject-lesson to the visitors. 

The shawls of Kerman are equal to those of Cashmere, and 
somewhat similar in pattern. Besides the ordinary long shawls 
used for the tunics of men and women, some in plain colors are 
richly ornamented with needle-work. Woven silk, cloths and 
velvets, ornamented with designs in gold thread ; embroidery in 
gold and silver used for saddle cloths, holster covers, etc. ; a fa- 
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mous kind of embroidery and patch-work from Resht, block 
printed calicoes from Ispahan, inlaid wood- work and silverware 
from Shiraz, belts and pipe bowls inlaid with turquoises ; speci- 
mens of all these will be displayed in the exhibit. 

Through the courtesy of the Director General of the Exposi- 
tion and the officials in charge of the distribution of space, who 
recognized the attractive features of the proposed building and 
exhibit, an allotment of 1,800 feet was made in the southeast 
corner of the main building of Manufactures and Liberal Arts, 
adjoining that of Spain, it being one of the most desirable spaces 
obtainable. The Imperial Persian Pavilion is being erected from 
designs furnished partly by the Commissioner-General, Hon. E. 
Spencer Pratt, and an architect of New York well versed in East- 
ern forms. This building will convey a correct idea of some of 
the most beautiful features of Persian architecture, and as the 
Hispano-Mauresque style is so similar — the Alhambra, it is said, 
was mostly built by Persian artisans — the juxtaposition of the 
two countries mentioned will produce a most harmonious effect. 

Since no funds were supplied by the Persian Government the 
entire cost of the building, together with the expenses of the 
installation, transportation and collecting together of exhibits has 
been assumed by an enterprising Persian importer, H. H. Topa- 
kyan, and under the supervision of the Commissioners, and 
with the aid of their private collections of Persian objects of 
art, it is not too much to say that the Persian exhibition will 
rank among the first in the beauty of its installation and the 
artistic merits of the exhibits. 

Clarence Andrews. 



II.- CANADA. 

Canada has voted $105,000 for expenses connected with the 
World's Fair, and of the 500,000 square feet allotted to Great 
Britain and her Colonies the Dominion has applied for 110,000 
square feet, all of which will be occupied. 

With the exception of New Brunswick all the provinces have 
cooperated with the Dominion, and, at their own expense, have 
collected and arranged exhibits which will be shown in provin- 
cial groups. New Brunswick, however, will be represented by 
private exhibitors who promise a creditable show. The provinces 
will send economic minerals, timber, fruit, vegetables, honey, 
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agricultural products, some manufactures, live-stock, and educa- 
tional exhibits. They will also assist the Dominion Commission 
in perfecting the general Canadian contribution. In addition to 
the articles named, Manitoba sends game birds and animals, as 
well as a curious exhibit illustrating the early mode of travelling 
by dog train and the famous Bed River cart. The Northwest 
Territories are sending fruits, minerals, timber and a full line of 
their fish. Fish, wild animals and birds will form part of the 
exhibit from British Columbia. 

In securing her space effort was made by the Canadian Ex- 
ecutive Commissioner, Mr. Saunders, to have it, wheriever 
practicable, adjacent to that of Great Britain. In this he was 
assisted by Sir Henry Wood, the Secretary to the British Com- 
mission. In the building devoted to manufactures Canada occu- 
pies 21,600 square feet, equal to 16,192 square feet net. Here will 
be found furs, cottons and woollens, carpets, clothing, leathers, 
scales and weights, stoves and ranges, furniture, terra-cotta 
work, paper, blank books, twines, wall-papers, stained glass, 
wooden-ware, perfumery, glassware, brass and iron goods, edge 
tools, ladies' work and a special Indian exhibit. 

By order of the Department of Indian Affairs examples of the 
work performed by the Indians of both sexes, throughout the 
country, have been collected. Samples of products raised by 
them on their farms will appear, and a strip of land has been set 
apart for living representatives of some of the tribes which 
flourished in America when Columbus landed. Three lodges of 
Northwest Canadian Indians, unrepresented in the tribes of the 
United States, will also be on view, equipped and decked with all 
the paraphernalia of their savage state. Boys and girl's, trained 
in the Industrial Schools of the Canadian Northwest, will ex- 
hibit the progress which they have made in the various crafts. 
Canada has enjoyed a reputation for the care with which she has 
managed her Indian population, and a view of her Indian Indus- 
trial Schools in action may not be without interest. 

The liberal arts are represented in the Manufactures Building, 
6,000 feet gross being allotted to them. This accommodation 
will be taken up principally with the provincial educational ex- 
hibits. In this section also will be found musical, optical and 
surgical instruments, besides photographs, sanitary goods, etc. 

Two blocks have been allotted for the Dominion's agricultural 
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exhibit, the one containing 5,330 square feet net, and the other 
2,450 square feet net, advantageously located, and adjoining the 
space occupied by Great Britain. A large trophy erected in the 
centre of the larger block will occupy a commanding position, and 
show the agricultural products raised on the Dominion Experi- 
mental Farms. A large map of the Dominion, giving the rail- 
ways and settlements up to date, will also have a place here. 

In the smaller block the manufactured agricultural products 
will be shown. They include a mammoth cheese over 22,000 
pounds in weight, Canadian flour, condensed milk, biscuits, ales, 
porters and beer, canned meats, flax and its products, starch, 
maple sugar, etc. For agricultural implements Canada has 7,880 
square feet net, which, after allowing for passageways, will 
amount to 6,204 square feet. 

Great progress has been made in Canada in the manufacture 
of butter and cheese, more particularly the latter. The products 
of the Canadian dairy will be a prominent and noteworthy exhibit. 
Though the space has been limited in the Dairy Building to 576 
square feet choice, cheeses of 1891, 1892 and 1893 will make a fine 
showing and give a good idea of the quality of this important 
Dominion export. Butter, too, is promised by the leading dairy 
sections. 

Canada's forestry display at previous exhibitions, notably at 
Edinburgh in 1884, has always been remarkable for its extent and 
variety. It will be fuller than ever before at Chicago. The 
Forestry Building is supported along the front by groups of col- 
umns, each being composed of three trees with the bark pre- 
served intact, of from 12 to 15 inches in diameter, and 25 feet 
long. Ontario sends five and Quebec one of these groups. The 
trunks will be supplied with data, showing the timber resources 
and other notes of the provinces from which they come. The 
Dominion has 4,000 feet of gross space in the Forestry Building, 
and this will be occupied by the timber exhibits from the Prov- 
inces of Ontario, Quebec, British Columbia, Manitoba and the 
Northwest Territories. Sections of trees, timber, hewn and 
sawn, in all its commercial forms ; shingles, veneers, laths, shooks, 
wood pulp, etc., will comprise the exhibit. 

The display of fruits and vegetables will occupy 8,000 square 
feet of space in the Horticultural Building. A large collection 
has been made by the different provinces, fresh and preserved 
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specimens being provided. The perishable kinds, suspended in 
antiseptic fluids, are kept in glass jars. An idea of the extent of 
this exhibit may be gathered from the fact that over 3,000 glass 
jars of all sizes have been purchased from the leading manufac- 
turers in the United States to contain it. Apples and pears 
which grow to perfection in Ontario, Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island, will be sent in immense quantities, while Quebec's 
exhibit of apples, embracing many tempting specimens, will num- 
ber more than one hundred and sixty boxes. British Columbia 
will send two tons of choice apples, while small samples will come 
from New Brunswick and the Tuscarora aud Kice Lake Indian 
Keserves. The showing of field roots and vegetables, sent from 
all the provinces, is important. At the opening Canada will ap- 
pear to great advantage, while she expects to send large consign- 
ments of autumn fruits to take their place in the declining days 
of the Fair. The showing of roots and vegetables will be carried 
on in the same way. Native wines made from Canadian grapes 
will make a respectable exhibit. 

In the Fisheries Building Canada will occupy a first place. 
On the ground floor she has 3,607 square feet, and, adjacent in 
the gallery, 1,350 square feet. The Department of Marine and 
Fisheries has got together a magnificent collection. All the prov- 
inces have lent their aid to the central authority in order that 
the list of food and other fish may not lack an item. 

The general collections of economic minerals have been pro-" 
vided for by the several provinces, and these are not included in 
the exhibits of the . geological survey department. The latter 
may be briefly set down as follows : 1. Stratigraphical collection 
of rocks from Archaean to Tertiary, about 1,400 specimens ; 2. 
Stratigraphical collection of fossils from Cambrian to Tertiary ; 3. 
Collection of Canadian minerals ; 4. Collection of Canadian 
woods, showing bark and grain of wood in various sections ; 5. 
Photographs of Canadian forest trees, framed in the wood of the 
tree ; 6. Collection of game birds of Canada ; 7. Map of the Do- 
minion geologically colored on a scale of about 27 miles to the 
inch ; 8. Map of the Dominion, same scale, showing the distri- 
bution of economic minerals. The rich mines of Ontario, Que- 
bec, Nova Scotia and British Columbia will be extensively repre- 
sented in the display of economic minerals. The asbestos from 
Quebec will attract great attention, it being of superior quality, 
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the fibre on a large specimen being 11-J inches long. Masses of 
nickel, copper, iron and coal, gold and silver ores, mica and phos- 
phates will be exhibited in the provincial groups. 

The machinery exhibit promises to be a very fair one. Among 
the exhibits in the building devoted to electricity, Canada, in her 
space of 3,000 square feet, will show an automatic telephone ex- 
change system, illustrating some new principles. The Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company sends to the transportation department 
a full train of cars, with locomotive complete. This exhibit is 
very handsome, and it will stand alongside of a train of English 
carriages belonging to the London & Northwestern Eailway, so 
that visitors may have the opportunity of comparing the relative 
styles of the two countries in car building. The Canadian Pacific 
Eailway will also show a model of one of their large steamships, 
running from Vancouver to the East. This exhibit will be ac- 
companied by photographs of the scenery along the route trav- 
ersed by this great transcontinental line. The Grand Trunk 
Railway Company will send a model of their new tunnel under 
the Detroit River at Sarnia, with photographic views. The 
Quebec & Lake St. John Railway, the Windsor & Annapolis 
Railway, the Western Counties Railway and other lines will also 
exhibit. Carriages, carts, wagons, sleighs, boats, canoes, bicycles, 
etc., will be found in this department in extensive variety. 

An interesting collection of paintings in oil and water colors 
by Canadian artists will occupy space to the extent of 2,895 square 
feet. Some notable exhibits will be found from Canada in the 
archaeological and ethnological branches of scientific research, the 
early Indian providing many interesting objects. 

Horses, cattle, sheep, swine, poultry, and dogs have been se- 
lected with the single eye to superiority of breed. Of course 
Canada will have her building on the ground. It will be located 
close by the British Building, and will command a fine view of 
Lake Michigan. 

George Stewart. 



